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CARERS RECOGNITION ACT — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [12.14 pm]: I rise to table a review 
conducted by the Department of Communities into the Carers Recognition Act 2004. In 2004, Western Australia 
became the first Australian jurisdiction to introduce carer-specific legislation. The Carers Recognition Act 2004 
commenced on 28 October 2004, with the object of recognising the role of carers and providing a mechanism for their 
involvement in the provision of services that affect them and their role. All Australian jurisdictions—the commonwealth, 
states and territories—have since implemented legislation to recognise carers. A person is defined as a carer for the 
purposes of the act if they provide ongoing care or assistance to a person with a disability; a person with a chronic illness, 
including a mental illness; or a person who, because of frailty, requires assistance with carrying out everyday tasks. The 
act has been in operation for 17 years now, and the length of operation coupled with our growing awareness of the 
important role that carers play in our community warranted a review of the act to ensure that it remains fit for purpose. 
The review has been managed by a working group comprising Communities staff, representatives from the ministerial 
carers advisory council and Carers WA. The council and Carers WA are key partners in the state government’s efforts 
to support and recognise carers. The review makes 13 findings and 12 recommendations. The findings demonstrate 
an emphasis on the importance of educational initiatives to continue to improve carer recognition. Communities 
will work with key stakeholders, including the council and Carers WA, to design an implementation plan and develop 
and deliver appropriate and targeted response initiatives. The review has shown that the recognition of carers has 
positively progressed since the introduction of legislation in 2004 and since the statutory review of the act conducted 
in 2008. I thank all people who have contributed to this review and the ongoing implementation of the act, and 
I now table a copy of the review. 
[See paper 836.]  
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